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DR. ISI ERO-TOLLIVER, DEAN 

SCHOOL OF SCIENCE STUDENTS’ 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 https://jobs.merck.com/us/en/job/P-100426/2022-IT-Emerging-Talent-Rotation-Program 
 

On Nov. 17, 2022, Merck will host its annual Emerging Talent Symposium (ETS) at our headquarters in 
Rahway, NJ. Promising STEM students from around the country will be invited to share scientific accom-
plishments, network with industry professionals and fellow students, and learn about potential internship 
and career pathways in the pharmaceutical sciences. 
  
This opportunity is open to undergraduate and graduate students in all STEM fields. We have a system in 
place to accommodate students who have not yet performed independent research, but who are actively 
involved in STEM and wish to connect with other scientists. 
  
A live application for the symposium will be available in the near future. For now, we are trying to get the 
word out and hope that you would kindly share this opportunity with the School of Science and associated 
student groups at Hampton.  
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RESEARCH EXPERIENCES, GRAD SCHOOL 
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INTERNSHIPS, CLINCAL EXPERIENCES 
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My name is Emma Troyer, a current medical student at Kirksville College of Osteopathic Medicine. I am 
reaching out on behalf of my team - Reese Foster, Anatomy Fellow, and Dr. Peter Kondrashov, PhD/
Anatomy Course Director. We are currently conducting a study on what factors pre-medical students deem 
most influential in their decision-making process when choosing a medical school. We are hoping to reach 
the pre-medical community across all regions. This study is IRB-approved and will be utilized to help medi-
cal schools cater to the needs of their prospective students. We are hoping this will be a great benefit to both 
the graduate and undergraduate medical community. I have copied the abstract of the study below. Also, 
here is a link to the google form in which data will be collected. We are hoping to have results obtained by 
September 30th, 2022 in which the google form will close that evening at 11:59pm.  

Abstract 

As students progress through their pre-medical training, there are many factors that influence their decision-making 
when choosing a specific program they wish to attend. However, there is limited research on the topic, which could 
potentially provide significant benefit to various programs seeking applicants by understanding the decision-making 
process of pre-medical students when deciding which medical school to attend. While many students look to forums 
such as Reddit or Student Doctor Network to ask for insight from other medical students, literature review has shown 
no objective data on this matter. In this proposed study, pre-medical students will be voluntarily surveyed through an 
online exploratory survey on the platform Google Forms to gauge which factors they deemed most influential in de-
termining their choice of medical school. The surveys will consist of several factors most students take into considera-
tion when determining a medical school - along with an option where students can write in additional factors. The 
survey will be completely voluntary and anonymity will be maintained throughout the study by not collecting email 
addresses through the Google Form or other personal data. The written responses will then be openly coded for con-
tent analysis. The Likert Scale will be utilized to categorize the factors from “most important'' to  “least important.” 
Statistical analysis will be performed to determine the significance of the results. The data, along with the content 
analysis, will be reviewed utilizing the grounded theory approach3. 
 
1 Open coding: The initial organization of raw data to try to make sense of it. 
2 Content analysis: This refers to the process of categorizing verbal or behavioral data to classify, summarize and 
tabulate the data. 
3 Grounded theory approach: Strauss and Corbin (1990) define a grounded theory as “one that is inductively derived 
from the study of the phenomenon it represents (p. 23).” Rather than the researchers predicting results by statements 
or hypotheses, known as quality criteria (Grady, 1998); in the qualitative research community, the grounded theory 
allows for the theories to emerge from the data with no preconceived notions. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdoGv2C-GIc-BcaYZsYNEl4B2ICjemLQZaQI2lCv2Z0om7yUQ/viewform?usp=sf_link__;!!IKRxdwAv5BmarQ!dwT5_7tguu3_elcs7V6NwP2z1_CIrG9ZRPbrELYAJ7yfj7VG8eMYzFA9q7_nftG5IMe3GdumsQtpnDnrnRS3DQ$
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SUMMER PROGRAMS, SCHOLARSHIPS  
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